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OKINAWA

YOU'RE KIDDING
ME.
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*SIGN: CLOSED TODAY *BUILDING: OKINAWA PREFECTURAL
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F? YOU'RE SO OUT OF
" IT, TOMOKO.
I THOUGHT IT WAS e

OPEN EVERY DAY...

YOU SHOULD'VE
LOOKED IT UP BEFORE
YOU WENT.

OUR CLASS IS EXPECT-
ING SOUVENIERS.

| DIDN'T COME HERE TO
SIGHT-SEE...




I'M OUT OF BATTERY...




wow!

A
HE LOOKS LIKE)
HE'S HAVING),
FUN... 7R,
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BUT SOME-
THING'S OFF...
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...TO SEE SANSHIN? : ; ; b

OH! THAT'S
RIGHT!




y N THEN YOU SHOULD
[ \ COME TO OUR WORK-
1\ SHOP.

THE MUSEUM WASN'T
OPEN, RIGHT?

YEAH. | DIDN'T KNOW
IT WAS CLOSED
TODAY.

YOU DIDN'T LOOK IT UP?

MAY | ASK A
QUESTION?

YOU LIVE AT A SAN-
SHIN WORKSHOP,
CORRECT...?7

OH RIGHT, MY
NAME IS MASATO
HIGA.

I'M A SANSHIN PLAY-
ER AND CRAFTSMAN.

YOU'RE FROM
TOKYO?




YOU'RE SHARP. THE
SKIN IS ACTUALLY
BROKEN.

SHOULDN'T YOU FIX IT?

THE SANSHIN YOU WERE
PLAYING EARLIER,

THE SKIN ISN'T STRETCHED
WELL ENOUGH, NO7

—

| STUDY ACOUSTIC ENGI-
NEERING AT A UNIVERSITY
N TOKYO.

YOU COULD TELL BY
ITS SOUND?!

| THOUGHT | COULD HEAR
NOISE BETWEEN THE BEAUTI-
FUL REVERBERATIONS.




WE MAKE ORDERMADE COP-

IES OF A SANSHIN THAT WAS

AWARDED A PRIZE BY THE
MUSEUM.

THEY MIGHT NOT BE ORIGINALS,
BUT WE PUT OUR HEART AND
SOUL INTO MAKING THEM.
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WELL EXCUSE ME FOR
NOT MAKING ORIGINALS.




YOou CAME JUST TO BE
MET WITH HALF-HEARTED

TREATMENT.

YOU CAN SAY HE'S A BIT
HARD-HEADED FOR ONLY
THINKING ABOUT HIS CRAFT.

SHOTAROU 1S MY OLDER
BROTHER, AND A SANSHIN
CRAFTSMAN.

ARE YOU TWO IN THE
MIDDLE OF A FIGHT...7

HE MAY NOT LOOK IT, BUT / "
HE'S VERY PASSIONATE :
ABOUT SANGHIN. 74

ool




...|S THE FIRST SANSHIN
MY BROTHAEAIE MADE FOR

THIS SANSHIN...

YOU'RE PRETTY RUTH-
LESS.

o

WAIT, DOES THE REASON
YOU WON'T FIX YOUR
SANSHIN HAVE TO DO WITH
YOUR BROTHER?

| COULD HAVE MY
BROTHER FIX IT, BUT...

SO YOU MUST
TREASURE IT...

—— | AMA SANSHN—
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SHOTAROUWOULD:;: = WV —
OVERWORK{HIMSELF || |E— ——PLAYERAND
MAKING.ORIGINALTSAN- |

MY:BROTHER- A=——
— CRAFTSMAN.——

N TV PaST, MY

— BROTHERWOULD_ =
= =ELEMEHEDSS
— "MAKETHE BEST.

— CANSHIN“FORME.—




ANSH| KUMASARL.

| WAS TOO
HARSH...

| JUST WANTED TO TELL

IT MEANS "YOU'RE TOO ME-
TICULOUS" IN OKINAWAN.




YOUR BROTHER IS A BETTER
PLAYER THAN You!!




TH-THAT SANSHIN
SOUNDS PRETTY DRY...

THE SANSHIN MASATO
PLAYED REVERBER-
ATED

BUT THAT SANSHIN IS
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT!/

NEVERMIND. IT'S GOT
NOTHING TO DO WITH




DO YOU PLAN ON DOING
SOMETHING WITH THAT
SANSHIN...?

IS THERE A REASON IT
SOUNDS LIKE THAT?

YOU'RE DOING THIS
FOR YOUR BROTHER?

MASATO'S SANSHIN HAS
SEEN BETTER DAYS, BUT
HE STILL TREASURES IT!

DOESN'T THAT MEAN HE'S
WAITING FOR YOU TO
MAKE HIM A NEW ONE?!
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IN THAT CASE,

W\
J2A | MIGHT BE ABLE TO

HELP...!
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USING ACOUSTIC ENGI-
NEERING, LET'S SIMULATE
VARIOUS STRUCTURES AND

SOUNDS OF SANSHIN!

THAT WAY, WE CAN FIND THE PER-
FECT MATCH FOR THE TONE QUALITY
YOU'RE LOOKING FOR!
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YOU KNOW HOW MO-
TORBIKE EXHAUST
SOUNDS DRY AND

BRITTLE?

THESE WAVES
REPRESENT THAT
SOUND.




WHAT THE HECK

ARE YOU TALKING
ABouT?!
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OH!

THE NATURAL
FREQUENCY OF

THIS SANSHIN [S...
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MASATO...?

GOOD MORNING.

I'M SURPRISED. YOU
WERE IN SHOTAR-
OU's WORKSHOP ALL
NIGHT?

WE-WE WEREN'T DOING
ANYTHING sUsPICIous!




WHAT DO YOU EX-

PECT Me TO DO WITH
IT...7
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| MADE IT IN A NIGHT S0 IT'S
STILL UNFINISHED, BUT...

ALRIGHT, FINE...
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SHOTAROU WAS WORKING

TO BUILD THE PERFECT SAN-

SHIN THAT FITS YOUR VOICE,
MASATO.

YOU SHOULD THANK
THIS GIRL FOR HER
HELP.

I TOLD YOU MY NAMe
1S TOMOKO!

-

I'VE STILL GOT TO TUNE IT,
SO WAIT TILL IT'S FINISHED!
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