


In the previous episode...

I'm Akane Uchiyama, a first-year 

engineering student.

Akane Uchiyama (18) 

Applied physics major

But I discovered that quantum com-

puting is a field full of possibilities!

This is Himawari, who is planning 

to study medical prosthetics.

Himawari Goto (18) 

Medical Engineering Major

This is Aoi. She wants to make the internet a 

safer place through computer science.

Aoi Haneda (24) 

Computer science 

major

Unlike my friends, I had no idea what 

I wanted to study as an engineering 

student.

Soon, quantum computing will 

definitely play crucial roles 

in our society.

Google

IBM
Tech Giants

Intel

Microsoft

They all make invest-

ments!

And so...

I decided that quantum com-

puting was going to become 

my research topic.

But...



Quantum computing spreads over so 

many areas and I can't keep up!

My university entrance 

exam was nothing com-

pared to this!

quantum 

mechanics

Differ
ential 

equation

Graph theory
Information 

theory

Vector calculus

With my entrance exam, it was 

clear what I had to study.

But now that I'm in univer-

sity, things are so differ-

ent.

Linear algebraStatistics

NO matter how much I study, I keep 

running into things I don't know.

It was also clear what I was 

studying for: to get into univer-

sity.

Programming

It makes me want to escape 

reality.

Quantum computing is much 

more difficult than I thought!

It goes without saying that I 

have to study quantum mechan-

ics...

Quantum 
mechanics

But I also need to study program-

ming, linear algebra, differential 

equation, vector calculus...

Differential 

equation

Vector cal-
culus

Linear algebra

Programming

Graph theory

Information 

theory

Statistics



...!?

Um, sis? 

Can I ask you something? 

It's about my plans after 

high school.

Your plans?

Tsubaki Uchiyama (17) 

Akane's younger sister

Akane...

Is university fun?

Ugh...!

Graph theory

Quantum mechanics

Differential 
equation

Information 

theory

Vector cal-
culus

Linear algebra

Statistics

Programming

Calculus

I feel like it's a waste of money to 

go to university without an objec-

tive.

I don't want to be a burden to 

Mom and Dad.

So, you're saying you're 

going to work after gradu-

ating high school?

Yeah.

...?



I thought you wanted to 

study nursing.

Yeah...

A nursing degree will 

help you land a secure 

and good-paying job as a 

nurse.

You should go to 

school.

I understand that, 

but...

Hm?

Is it really worth going to 

university?

Ugh...!

Graph theory

Quantum me-

chanics

Information 
theory

Differential 

equation

Vector analysis

Calculus

Linear algebra

Statis
tics

Programming

"Is it really worth going to 

university?"

I wasn't confident enough to 

tell my sister that it is worth 

going to university...

Hey, Akane!

...?

Himawari? 

Aoi?

You're sending out nega-

tive vibes.

Graph theory

Was it that obvi-

ous?!

Quantum me-

chanics

Information 
theory

Differential 

equation

Vector analysis

Calculus

Linear alg
ebra

Stati
stics

Programming



Why didn't you come 

talk to us? 

WHat are friends for?

Stressing out on your 

own is a bad habit of 

yours, Akane.

... ...

Is something wrong?

I didn't get to see you around as much 

because we all take different liberal 

arts classes.

Laid back as always, 

huh?

It's lunch break. 

We should forget about 

our worries and enjoy 

our meals.

Do you guys ever wonder why 

and what you're studying for at 

university?

I agree that what we're doing now isn't 

as efficient and straightforward as our 

entrance exam preparations.

I see why that could lead to a lack of 

motivation.

Right?!

Which is why I think 

"this" is important.

...?

Your breast muscles? 

Work outs?

NO!



"Passion" is what's im-

portant, right?

Yes!

If you're feeling lost, remember 

why you decided to study quantum 

computing.

Why I decided to study 

quantum computing...?

But maybe we should 

eat first.

Yeah...

I became fascinated in quantum com-

puting because I thought it was a lot 

like me.

Unlike my friends, I came to the 

engineering department without 

a clear objective.

It isn't easy to see how exactly 

quantum computing is changing this 

world...

But people in various fields have 

high expectations for its possi-

bilities.

It was exciting to think I could make 

a difference in this world and the fu-

ture through engineering and quan-

tum computing.

I'm going to be the 

one to change the 

world!



Hey.

Dojima 

Akane's senior

Worried about something 

again, Akane?

Dojima!

...Is what we were 

talking about.

Hmm...

Graph theoryQuantum 

mechanics

Information 

theoryDifferential 

equation

Vector analysis

Linear algebra

Statistics

Programming

I'm kind of at a loss about what 

I'm studying for.

Here, have some 

Korean seaweed.

Huh? 

Korean seaweed?

I was at a conference 

in Jeju Island.

Ever heard about the con-

cept of dwarfs standing on 

the shoulders of giants?

?

New discoveries are made by using 

the  knowledge gained by people 

before us.

That means studying all sorts of 

different things isn't as ineffi-

cient as you may think it is.

Inefficiency is efficient? 

...Oh!

...?

Thank you!

sure...



I have to tell Tsubaki that it's 

okay to not always have a clear 

objective.

People go to school and study 

with their friends to find and 

fulfill their dreams.

Tsubaki, I want to add to 

what we talked about the 

other day.

...?

I have so much studying to 

do at university.

I want you to go to university 

and study what you want and 

find friends that would do the 

same for you.

But I was able to meet new 

people...

...when I'm in trouble or 

feeling lost.

...who are willing to help 

me...

I almost lost track of why 

I was even doing all this 

studying.

I really do!

Akane...

...?

You must be enjoying 

school.

Tsubaki...

Please give us your comments.   https://forms.gle/NjTo1V1yeJZCgD3e9
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