
BACKGROUND

There is a bipartisan consensus in Washington that Congress needs to invest limited resources in programs and institutions that 
contribute the most to long-term economic and employment growth.  Few parts of the federal budget pay off more — and faster — 
for American workers than investments in technological innovation. AI, Quantum computing, private space exploration, autonomous 
vehicles, and a host of things we haven’t even thought of yet will improve society while providing good, high paying jobs for 
Americans in all corners of our country.
In challenging economic times, America needs to remain firm in its commitment to innovation and innovators. Technological 
innovation, one of the key pillars upon which American prosperity is based, must remain a priority in the FY2026 budget. IEEE-USA 
supports appropriate FY26 investment in federal technology initiatives to:
1.	retain U.S. technology leadership, 
2.	promote economic growth, 
3.	protect national security, and 
4.	create high-impact research and engineering jobs in the U.S.

PRIORITIES INCLUDE:

•	 Recognizing and supporting the commitments to technology R&D, high-tech workforce development and public-private 
partnerships made in the CHIPs and Science Act of 2022 that expand the horizons of America’s innovative future.

•	 Ensuring the US R&D enterprise has state-of-the-art facilities, infrastructure, and administration to support research in both 
existing and emerging areas of national importance.

•	 Adequately funding the NSF Directorate of Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships (TIP) to strengthen and scale the critical 
research that will drive future technologies and solutions.

•	 Supporting the R&D required to ensure U.S. leadership in AI.
•	 Promoting a robust technology-focused national space program that balances exploration, science, national security and 

industry.
•	 Funding DOD’s Basic Research, Applied Research, and Advanced Technology Development budgets to levels required to sustain 

U.S. military superiority through science and technology leadership.
•	 Bolstering the DOE Office of Science to support the critical scientific work of America’s National Labs System.
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REQUEST:  As part of the FY26 appropriations process, please protect important 
technology and innovation-driven initiatives through strategic investments in key 
science and technology agencies: NSF, NIST, DOD, DOE and NASA.
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